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Welcome to the first edition of Stillwater Schools’ newsletter!

We are excited to offer this news to you and hope that it will be inspiring, as well as 
informative.  The newsletter will be our connection to you, our community.  We will 
keep you up to date on the latest progress from our school, our ideas and our 
inspiration!

It has been three months since our auction 
last November. We are happy to report that we are on 
track with our goal of opening the doors of the 
school this fall. The board of directors  meets 
regularly, defining and refining the necessary tasks 
of meeting our goals.

Now enrolling for Kindergarten 
This fall we will welcome our inaugural 
Kindergarten class. They  will meet 20 hours a week 
Monday through Thursday 9:30-2:30. There will be 
24 children in the class with two instructors. For 
more information or to request an enrollment packet 
you can e mail caroline@stillwaterschool.org or call 
425-244-3832

Starting From Scratch                                    
We are gearing up for some construction on our 
facility. Preliminary plans are in place for the 
Kindergarten classroom and the outdoor play area at 
the barn.  We are anticipating many hours of hard 
work in the months to come.

Not only  are we physically  building a school, we are 
also building a community. Respect and courtesy, a 
feeling of belonging, a sense that we are connected 
to something greater than ourselves, these are all 
qualities that we will embrace and foster at Stillwater 
School. In and out of the classroom, these values 
will influence our interactions with the students, 
their families, the staff, and our extended 
community. 

We realize the tremendous opportunity that awaits us 
in the upcoming months. There is excitement and 

action. We look forward to the relationships we will 
make and the community that grows from those.

A Partnership with Outward Bound         
We are in the process of defining a relationship with 
Expeditionary Learning Outward Bound (ELOB). 
We plan to be an affiliated school with in the year. 
Their model of interdisciplinary education is a 
methodology that we embrace. We feel certain that 
this direction will create opportunities for growth 
and community for our students, teachers, and staff.

Professional development is the route ELOB uses to 
implement their program. They offer training 
through workshops and conferences. The national 
conference is March 6-8, 2008. We are hoping to 
raise enough money for one of our board members to 
attend. This is an incredible opportunity  to begin our 
journey with this amazing group of educators.     

Book Recommendations                                       
Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from 
Nature-Deficit Disorder by Richard Louv

Respectful Parenting Respectful Kids, 7 Keys to Turn 
Family Conflict into Cooperation written by  Sara 
Hart and Victoria Kindle Hodson

Check out new website! 

www.stillwaterschool.org        

A Special Thanks to Curt Hecla for donating 
cases of books! This has given us a tremendous head 
start on creating a resource library.

Stillwater School...Reflections
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“You must be the change you want to 
see in the world.”

    _Gandhi

This powerful statement propels our thoughts from 
helplessness to personal responsibility  and action. It 
is a reminder that the actions and words we choose 

do matter. Even one small change of lifestyle does 
make a difference.                                                 

What can you do to make the change you want 
happen? Is it choosing to regularly connect with 
your child longer than usual, perhaps take some 
time, alone or with your child and experience the 
flurry of nature as the season changes to spring, or 
maybe it’s as simple as remembering what is good 
and expressing our gratitude for it. 

Defining Our Needs
The following list  details the 
various items our school could use:

Your time! Volunteers are needed 
to help with many future projects 
including building our classroom 
and the outdoor play area.

Grant Writers and fundraising.

Carpenters and others in the 
building trade.

Materials for construction and 
landscaping.

Furniture for children and adults.

General supplies for the school, 
office, art, classroom - indoors and 
outdoors.

contact us at 425-244-3832

Below is a link our website 
where you can make a financial 
contribution.

   DONATE! NOW

A Day in the Life
The Odyssey School in Colorado, 
sets an exemplary model of an 
Expeditionary Learning Outward 
Bound (ELOB) school. Gone are 

the ringing bells, rows of desks, 
and fill-in-the blank worksheets. 
For all or most of the day, students 
and teachers are engaged in 
challenging learning expeditions 
that explore a topic or theme in 
depth. Their studies call for 
intellectual inquiry, physical 
exploration, and community 
service. On a given day, their 
explorations may  take them 
outside the school building to do 
environmental research, conduct 
interviews in local businesses, or 
c a r r y o u t o t h e r f i e l d w o r k 
assignments. Each day provides 
opportunities for quiet reflection -- 
time for students to write in their 
journals, gather their thoughts, and 
reflect on what they have learned. 
Students work individually, in 
small groups, and as members of 
their "crew" or class. Together they 
learn to draw on the strengths of a 
whole class.

Did You Know the beneficial 
insect, Soldier Beetle of the family 
Cantharidae is approximately  1/2” 
in length. Soldier beetles are 
highly  desired by gardeners as 
biological control agents of a 

number of pest insects. The larvae 
tend to be dark brown or gray, 
slender and worm-like with a 
r i pp led appea rance due to 
pronounced segmentation. They 
consume grasshopper eggs, aphids, 
caterpillars and other soft bodied 
insects, most of which are pests.  
Attract these insects simply by 
growing flowering plants.                    

We are grateful for all the 
contributions we have received so 
far, and for future ones too!

Great News!
As of March 3, 2008 we are 
officially a non-profit 501c3 
organization. We are able to 
reissue duplicate recepts from our 
auction upon request. Contact 
Tasha@stillwaterschool.org

If You Liked This...
We l o o k f o r w a r d t o y o u r 
comments and support, please 
keep  in touch.  If you prefer not to 
receive this newsletter reply and 
type unsubscribe in the subject box 
of your email

admin@stillwaterschool.org

            425-244-3832

Stillwater School shall not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation or age in 
either the hiring practices of the school or in its admission policies for students.
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